POPCLUB

G E T AWAY

To
to See the World’s
Happiest Creature!
By Amos Lee

D

uring last year’s one-week September school break, my
friends and I signed up for an eco holiday to volunteer in
the Ozzie wilderness. That’s right, in ‘Ozzie’-Aussie-Perth! It
started as an innocent quest to eat the BIGGEST EMU EGGS, but
our plans went awry when we quarrelled on the trip, and before
I knew it, I was accused of catching a quokka and torturing
it! Oh man. Before I tell you how our adventure ended,
here’s a peek of what we did and saw in Perth.
Perth City
Saw the Perth Cultural Centre and did some window-shopping
at the Hay Street and Murray Street shopping arcades.
Then, from the Swan Bells Tower, we caught a stunning
view of the city skyline! The tower houses one of the world’s
largest musical instruments, the 12 antique Swan Bells!
Did you know that these bells were rung to commemorate
the homecoming of Captain James Cook in 1771, and they
can also be heard chiming at the coronation of every British
monarch? Of course, in case you didn’t already know, Australia
is a constitutional monarchy, and the Queen of England is still
officially Australia’s Queen as well.

King’s Park
The best place to catch views of the city
and the Swan River! Most of the park is
bushland, which can be seen from the
Lookout Tower. Just about anyone can find
something here to do. There’s a playground,
a hideout, a botanical garden, an elevated
treetop walkway and a war memorial... all
of it at a size of 1,000 acres! It’s HUGE!

32

| May/June 2016

G E T AWAY
Rottnest Island
• 20km west of Freemantle
• What to do: Snorkel, swim, surf, dive or fish  
• Rotto, as the locals call it  

And now on to the QUOKKAS! One of the smallest wallaby species,
they are marsupials. They carry their babies in a pocket of skin
on the mother’s stomach. Quokkas have shorter hind legs
than other macropod species. Largely herbivores, they eat
native grasses, leaves, stems and bark of plants.

• A “native prison” from 1838 to 1931  

The quokka used to be in abundance around
3,500 years ago. In more recent years, they have been
found only in southwest and Western Australian
mainland areas. On Rottnest Island, the estimated
population is about 10,000 quokkas.

• Western Australia’s oldest and most intact
precinct of heritage building is on the island,
and also an Aboriginal cemetery!
• Rotto was a military base during WWII!

Just google ‘Quokka Selfie’ and you will see
what I mean, the quokka is “trending” on social
media. They are so CUTE! Every picture has them
looking either dopey or like they are begging for food.
And their innocent, happy “smile” just makes you want to
KISS THEM! But er, you shouldn’t. You SHOULD NOT even touch
them. Seriously. That’s how I got into trouble in the first place.
So back to my story, how did it all end? Was I arrested and deported
out of Australia? Sorry, no spoiler! You’d have to read my book and
find out

With love from Perth
(and Rottnest)
Amos Lee

The Weird & Wonderful Creatures of Australia
If you think of the world’s 10 most deadliest snakes, all are Australian.
Some other dangerous creatures — like the funnel-web spider, box
jellyfish, blue-ringed octopus and stonefish are the most lethal of their
species. Add the Great White Shark and the Saltwater Crocodile to the
list; Australia is a great place to see weird and wonderful creatures.

Did You Know?
You can also find the Megascolides australis, the world’s largest
earthworms, in Gippsland? (A region extending from eastern Melbourne
to the New South Wales border) These earthworms can grow up to three
metres in length and more than 15 cm in diameter!
The short-beaked echidna and the duck-billed platypus are primitive
mammals that lay eggs. Like what?!
Photos courtesy of Epigram & Stephanie Wong, Tourism Western
Australia and Basil Choo and Siti Rauzah Bte Shamsuri from
Temasek Polytechnic

POPCLUB

POPCLUB is giving away 3 sets of food hampers sponsored by
Tourism Western Australia, worth a total of $300!
Question: What is the name of the World’s Happiest Creature
and where can this creature be found?
To participate, simply email your answer to the question above,
along with your name, NRIC, age, address, contact number,
and your POPULAR Card number to popclubsg@popularworld.
com, no later than 19 Jun 2016. Remember to state “POPCLUB
Rewards Me – Amos Lee” as your email subject.

UP: $13.80 each
(w/GST)
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