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¢ may play fictional diary

keeper Amos Lee on televi-

sion but in real life, primary

school pupdl Lim Chu Yeang

fimds it impossible to wrlte a
daily jourmal.

The 1l-year-ald star of the new okto
show, The Diary (M Amos Lees, which
debuted last night, tried last month to
keep a diary but ended wp filling only a
few pages with words such as “Bathed.
Hared. Ale. Played.”

I like to read diary stuff bot [ can't
write this kind of style,”™ he tells Life! at
his family"s condominium in Serangoon
Awvenue 3,

[he 10-episode programme he stars in
features an untried cast of child actors
and is adapted from the best -selling local
book series, The Diary COf Amos Lee, by
writer Adeline Foo. She also wrole tle
script, which features animated
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Episodes air on ‘Wednesdays ol Bpin.

Ll Yeang. who i5 in Primary & al Ped
Chum Public School, has long been a fan
of illustrated journal-style books such as
The Diary OF A Wimpy Eid series by Jett
Einmey.,

Amaes Lee rocketed to the top of the
list after he read the lirst three books
aboait an 1]-yvear-old Singaporean school -
boy, published by Epigram: The DMary Of
Amos Lee: [ Sit, | Wribe, | Flash! (2009},
The Diary OF Amos Lee: Girls, Guts & Glo-
ry! (2009} and The IMary (f Amos Lee:
I'm Twelwve, I"m Tough, 1 Tweest] (2000).
A fourth book, as yet antitled, will e pub
lished later this wear

They're wery [unny,” says Chu
Yeang, adding that he Hkes the lustra-
tions by artist Stephanie Wong and re-
lates to the anecdotes about school life in
Smgapore.

Ihe third of foar chikdren and the only
son - dad Vincent, 44, is a lawver and
mue Vennessa, also 46, an engineer - he
glso feels that he has & kot in common
with Amas, “We are both going through
primary school, we both have best
friemdds, we bolh have a younger sister.”
he says.

“But Amos is more determined. |
would like to be as determined as him
when i comes to getting the thing he real-
ly wants."

Perhaps the two are not that different.
Amos goes from class wimp to swim
champ in the books, while Chue Yeang had
never signed up for drama groups in
school but leapt at the chance to andition
Ior the TV series alter seeing an adverlise-
ment on okte in August.

W were quite surprised that he took
this chance and went up on stage,” savs
Mrx Lim, who describec her son as “quiet™
ared “rarely nanghty”.

Asked why he aoditioned, Cha Yeang
says: “It's nod every day wou get a chance
o be on lebevision.™

He recalls little of that first andition at
White Sands in Pasir Ris, “My mind was
blank. [ was oo nervous, | coaldn't mem-
orie my lines. ™

“He wasn'l prepared.” agrees his sis-
ter Chu Yech, 16, who took him for the
try-outs.

Their elder sister, Chu Hsien, i 18 and
volnger aister Chia Wern 1s five

Diary of a
child star

[respite his nerves, Cho Yeang man-
aged Lo impress the casting pamel, inelud-
ing director Phillip Lim and writer Foo, In
round one, he recited lines while sitting
om a fake todlel bowl
diary in the loo
ipeech on body hair

After two more rounds of anditions, e
beat gbout 150 bhoys B0 win the lead role

Author Foo, 40, found him “adorable”
from te starl

“He was pretty nonchalant about what
people thought of him or his acting. 1
contdd imagine him being bullied or stomd
up to by the girl they pleked to play
Whoopie,” she says.

The role of Whoopie, Amos' younger
sister, Is played by nine-year-old Micols
Tandjung.

IMrector Lim, 47, says Che Yeang fit
his mental pacture of Amos, and made an
impression becanse “he was one of the
early birds, guewing up for registration
with his sisfer™.

More Importantly, the boy had “the

Armos wriles his

and improvised a

temperament to underge the very intense
filming perfod” over slx weeks In Moven-
ber and Decemiser

It was a tough learning experience for
the child actor.

He learnt quickly that he had to memo-
rise his lines and fturn uwp on bime for
shoots, even If this meant waking up af
4am to be on set by Sam.

Any thoughts of glamour seon evapo-
rabed as he realised acting wos hard work,
“It was very difficult at first, you have to
be wery diligent, you have to memorise
the lines," he says.

It was just as hard tor the direclor,
who is & bachelor unwsed to kids and
more uked o working with experienced
adudl actors such as Adrian Pang and Lim
may long

He directed both in the well-known
Channed 5 legal drama The Pupil.

“It was literally om the job training,
teaching them to hit the right marks,
where to look and the film set protocel,”
Lim says of shooting with unfried child
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“If you watch the series, you will
notice how the characters mature, it's
aleg ke that in real life as the kids learn
how to act and behave on a flm set."

One thing he learnt early:
reweard chikdren with chocolate.

“They became very hyperactive, proba-
Bly froem the sugar rush. They were chat-
ting non-stop and jumping around. 0§
drove my director of photography crazy
because he could not frame the shot.”

However, for Cha Yeang, the treats
wiere the best part of the entire experi-
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Despite a
show of

NereESNess
during the
audition for
the show,
Lim Chu
Yeang won
over the
Judges with
his
cuteness,
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Lim Chu

Ye lays
Amos Lee and
Nicole
Tandjung
plays s
sister,
Whaaple, in
okto's
adaptation of
best-selling
book series
The Diary Of
Amos Lee,
Janice Koh
and Jerry Hoh
play the
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apee and he says e may now aim for an
acting career instesd of s Hrst chobee:
being a blacksmith.
The only downside
that ke might
on the streel.
“Acting k& Tun,” he says, “but |
wouldn't like too much attention on me.
Acting is normal, so 1 can't see why
actors are so popukar,”
i akshitan®sph.com.sg

is the likelihoo<d
be recognised by strangers

The Diary O Amos Lee airs Wednesdays at
Bpm an oikta.



