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Goes

The Author: How different is the Travel Diaries from the
first series?

By Adeline Foo and Amos Lee

W

e’re privileged to have Amos Lee with us doing this
interview. Er… it may seem strange to have the author
asking the character questions, oh well, let’s hear from
Amos about his books anyway.

The Author: Amos, what are your thoughts about being
famous?
Amos: Seriously, if you’d asked me
back in 2009, I’d have screamed,
“Take me, take me ALIVE! I’ll do
anything you want, FAME, that’s
what I’m AFTER!” But it has been
six years and people are still talking
about me. Am I proud to be
Singapore’s Most Famous Toilet
Diarist? Is that cool? NO LAH! After
FOUR books and the UMPTEENTH
number of poop jokes, I’m really
glad to have moved on from that
label. I’m happy to be allowed to
travel with this spin-off series. I’D
DO ANYTHING to stop talking
about s*** jokes.
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Amos: For one, this series freezes me at Age 14. I’m happy to be
stuck at this age! (Thanks to Epigram Books, the publisher, who
told some author that I need to be given more time to be fleshed
out as a teenage character, as if growing up isn’t bad enough, you
see life pass you by book after book… so there, thank you Uncle
Edmund for giving me time to grow!) So back to the travel series.
Uncle Edmund thought it’d be really cool to write about all the
cities that Singaporeans visit in droves every holiday. Of course,
when I was first told I’d be heading to Taipei to learn Chinese, and
then to Malaysia to chase some orang-utan, I wasn’t feeling exactly
enthusiastic. After reading the research done by er… you, the
author, that’s correct to say, right, I was bowled over by the depth of
learning. Fascinating history about how Taiwan came about, and I
never thought I’d admit it, but hey, learning about my Chinese roots
made me kind of proud to be able to 讲 华 语 (speak Chinese)!
As for learning about the orang-utan, well, did you know that the
baby orang-utan is really attached to its mother, just like a human
baby? When it’s forcefully taken away from its mother, poachers
would have to kill the mother first, there’s no way she’d give up her
baby. Wow, right?
The Author: Let’s talk about your new book, Seoul Searching.
What is it about?
Amos: Er. You are asking ME? You wrote it!
The Author: This is a formal interview, so you should ignore
the fact that I am the author. So tell us something interesting
about the book.
Amos: If I could have a say, I’d rather go to Disneyland, in Florida,
or France, or even Tokyo! Even New York would be fun for a story,
or London! But no, someone decided to choose South Korea for a
family holiday.
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The Author: Seoul. Let’s get back to that. What’s the story
about?
Amos: OK, OK. On the surface, the story is about the Lee family
taking its first holiday together. That includes TWO grandparents,
ONE dad, ONE mum, TWO absolutely clingy siblings plus ONE
HERO. Mum said it’d be a good time to bond as a family on a
holiday, but really, everyone was caught up in their own thing.
Dad kept checking his work emails, Mum and Grandma were off
chasing K-pop stars, Whoopie only cared about growing long eye
lashes and Everest, all grown up, was set on winning a Choco Pie
eating contest. When Grandpa went missing, it forced the family to
do some soul searching (get it, the pun?). The book is really about a
crisis that got the Lees to reflect on what family means to everyone.
The Author: What have you learned about this story, or
let me rephrase that, why do you think readers will enjoy
this book?
Amos: I think most of us do not appreciate the people we love
until they leave us. I’d never really felt close to my grandparents,
yeah, they cared for me and looked after me till I was old enough
to be left alone on my own after school, but it was only on this
trip that we were shocked into realising that you will regret the
void in your life when someone you love is gone. I don’t wish to be
irreverent, but isn’t it the case when the former Prime Minister Lee
Kuan Yew passed on? Just look at the sheer number of ordinary
Singaporeans who took to the streets, queuing under the sun and
rain throughout the day and night to pay their last respects. It was
a touching moment for me, I may be only 14, but I could feel that
he was really loved, and respected. Likewise, when Grandpa went
missing on the trip, it brought the family together and made us
realise how much he really meant to us. I’m sure readers (mums and
children alike) will enjoy this book.
The Author: Thank you for doing this interview, Amos. That
was a heartfelt sharing.
Amos: You’re most welcome. For the next story, may I put in a plea
to Uncle Edmund? May I go to Walt Disney World Magic Kingdom?
Or maybe Universal Orlando Resort? How about Sea World, Movie
World, and Dreamworld in Gold Coast, Queensland? Pretty please?
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